Inflammatory mediators in heart failure.
Cytokines have been identified as a major player in the pathogenesis and the functional status of patients with heart failure. Herein I review studies which are under way to assess the effects of anti-cytokine therapy, where soon we may see treatments directed against bacteria in the bowel, the translocation process, and endotoxin itself, the binding sites of bacterial endotoxin on immune competent cells, or both.